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MORNINGSIDE

Morningside

Here's what's happening in property in the area ) N
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G G I love everything about
Morningside, including its
proximity to everywhere | need to be or
want to go. Every time | consider a move,
| defer the decision - I'm a Morningside
sort of person, and | enjoy my reqular
social spots, my running partners and

route, and the laid-back vibe.
CAMERON STONE, RESIDENT

Morningside property is highly
sought after, and for younger
families or aspiring renovators
there are still a handful of relatively
affordable homes in good roads,
which need upgrading and TLC.

here’s a softness about
Morningside, partly to do with

the area’s two manicured green
lungs, Mitchell and Jamieson parks,
but also the old, established trees and
exquisile vinlage homes. Some of those
older properlies are palalialin lerms
of plot size and stature - the State
President’s home is one such - but there

Morningside hasn’theen affected nearly

*Map not to scale

are many other old Morningside homes

which are picture-postcard perfect.

Many of the stylish Victorian

and Edwardian homes have been
painstakingly restored, and

they’re prime examples of the carly
architecture of Durban - some

were even shipped over in kit form
from England - and they tell a great
story aboul early life here. Many of
Durban’s long-standing families live
in Morningside, and their family

history is woven into that of Durban’s.
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Morningside is primarily residential,
wilh litte commercial or relail
incursion. Freeslanding homes
dominate, with asprinkling of
apartments and sectional-title
developments here and there, many
with sensational sea views. The
elevation of much of Morningside

means views either take in the coastline

or focus on the harbour/port.

A number of the early Lriple-storey
Viclorian homes have an enclosed
viewing deck known as a widow's
walk, which way back when gave the
women of the household panoramic
views of the arrival and departure
of ships (and their husbands).

as much as neighbouring suburbs by
the demolish-and-rebuild wave, so

it’s retained thal graciousness witha
certain commonality of architecture.
Resident Di Carter says, “I've lived
inanold, spacious apartment in
Morningside for the past 10 years, and
aside [rom the unbelievable views, the
convenience is unbeatable. I'm walking
on the beach, and shopping or lunching
amere 10 minutes from home.”

Florida Road begins al the busy,
commercial coffee-and-cafe corner of
Tnnes and Musgrave roads, opposite
Mitchell and Jamieson parks, and
heads down the hill towards town. Tt’s
the entertainment hub of the area,
and a vibrant commercial strip too,
one which is increasingly catering to
youngslarl-up businesses and one-
man bands. Reslaurants, pubs und
clubs sil snugly belween businesses,
and the energyis pulsating 24/7.

Elizabeth Gordon Gallery owner Joy
Reynolds says, “The gallery has beenin
Florida Road for 18 years, and there’s
been amassive change - from offices
and businesses, Lo trendy food outlets,
reslaurants and nightelubs. The
Florida Road UIP does a marvellous
job of keeping the area tidy, trees and
greenery cared for, and their presence
gives an air of security, sowe can
enjoy this very diflerent atmosphere
and buzz of the neighbourhood.”

For sade

Median asking price:

R1,25m

For a typical property (two-bedroom apartment)

R1,95m R1,35m R3,66m

In a complex For an apartment For a house

Property type:

36%

house

47%

apartment

17%

complex
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Www.privateproperty.co.za

Monthly bond
repayments
For a typical property in this area
You'll pay
R12,063
per month
N
Based on

R1,25m

median asking price

N

over a period of 20 years
at 10% prime
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The larger properties in Morningside

mean family and family means schools.

There are numerous excellent schools
around Lhe suburb - government

and private - from preschool up to
high school. Schools with long, proud
histories like Durban Preparatory
High School (fondly known as DPHS)
and Gordon Road Girls” School - two
government pre-primary/primary/
Jjunior schools in Gordon Road - have
waiting lists for attendance. Lxcellent
prestigious private schools are Durban
Girls College and Maris Stella School
and Clifton School. There are others
Loo, such as Morningside Primary
School, and Curro Embury College.
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Mitchell Park with its Blue Zoo
Restaurantand actual zoo was named
after colonial secretary of Natal, Sir

Charles Mitchell. Established in 1894,
this park is anintegral part of the
areaand, even for those who rarely go
there, it’s alandmark green expanse.
Opposite Jamieson Park and ils
wonderful beds of roses, is the “dog
park”, and it’s rarely empty of a pooch
or 17, particularly after 5pm. The
owners - and dogs - all know each other
(newcomers welcome, of course), and
it’s particularly festive at the Christmas
party, with dogs in natty gear.

‘With green spaces becoming few and
[ar belween, Morningside residents
relish their parks - there’s another
little one opposile Morningside Sporls
Club, which like Mitchell, features a
great kids playground. Bridge, yoga,
howls, and a night market are just a few
of the activities found at Morningside
Sports Club, and if tennis is your game,
Mitchell Park Tennis Club is legendary.

Florida Road is Lhe parly streel, bul
with that, comes complex social issues.
Selected by €Thekwini Municipalily as
an Urban Improvement Precinet (UTP),
there have been many improvemenls

- from speed humps to security and
policing, as well as strong moves to
revitalise the entertainment offering
-but 2017 saw the start of arefreshed,
collaborative effort to rethink the
brand whichis Florida Road.

Cara Reilly, head, UrbanPlaces, a division
of UrbanMGT, adds, “The rebranding

of Florida Road is strongly underway.
Florida Road has its own comprehensive
app, First Thursdays have been
reinvigorated, and, from the end of

July, we’re starting Film on Florida

in Gordon Road Park, focused on
bringing families to the area.”

DO:

Enjoy art galleries, talks and
workshops well into the evening at
First Thursdays on Florida Road.
Visit Mitchell Park and try out the
Blu Zoo Restaurant, aviary and zoo.
Stroll through the night market at
Morningside Sports Club.

Play a few sets at the Mitchell Park
Tennis Club.

Take your dog out to Jameson Park.

EAT:

Malis Indian Restaurant: North and
South Indian dishes

Butcher Boys, Florida Road: delivers
the finest beef on offer

9th Avenue Bistro: artfully crafted
modern dishes with a Mediterranean
influence

Afro's Chicken Shop: proudly local
chicken takeaway

Charlie's Bistro and Cafe: bistro and
cafe fare

Love Coffee: fresh, organic,
direct-trade coffee

SLEEP:

Quarters Hotel Florida Road
BON Hotel 64 on Gordon

The Benjamin Boutigue Hotel &
Conference Centre
LULEEREL IS

The Saint James on Venice
Lembali Lodge




