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: bribes.

Bribes alleged\y being paid to top staff by
compames for lllegal signing off on permits

1

NABEELAH SHAIKH

into top officials in
eThekwini Muni-
cipality’s business
licensing unit after allega-
tions of the illegal issuing of

licences.

The Sunday Tribune has

learnt that there are two Ssep-
arate cases of corruption
being investigated by the city’s
ombudsman, both of them

related to the issuing of busﬁi-_
- ness licences.

One implicates a senior ofﬁ

cial who has worked for the
municipality for a lengthy per-

iod. The officials had allegedly

| | been signing off on licences
| despite the applicants’ failure

to meet requirements.
This was allegedly done for

One such case was reported

_. in the Sunday Tribune
| last week involving a plush

l.anga eatery which had
en repor to the mummpf

PROBE is under way'

ness licences by domg more
frequent checks, especially
around prominent hotspots

such: as uMhlanga and Florida

Road. .
She said it was concern-
ing because a large number of
businesses, which served alco-
hol, were operating without
liguor licences.

“These two Lategones g0

'hand in hand.

“The proper channels need

" to be followed when applying

for a business licence and
issues such as zoning play a
critical role when business
licence applications are pro-

cessed,” said Peer.

They were also lookmg into

‘restaurants which operated as

nightclubs without a business
licence for this, and there was-
cause for concern as more busi-
nesses were operating in this
manner of late, ‘
“A directive has been issued
for a crackdown on such places.
“The metro police have

| been tasked to look into this

more closely —and particularly
at businesses in prime spots
where it has been alleged that
many of them are opemt‘ing
Withﬁut tlle proper liunces

as it emerged in the past that
some of them could be involved
111 corrupt pr actices.

“The issue has been ralsed
a number of times before. Cor-
ruption within the unit has
emerged in the past and it
needs tobe thomughly cleaned
up if we are to move In terms
of making sure businesses in
the city are all operatmﬂ‘ legit-
imately.”

eThekwini spokeswoman
Tozi Mthethwa said the city
could not always root out cor-
ruption on its own and a joint
effort was needed.

There were several joint

operations conducted with
other role players, based on
the number of issues identi-
fied by the inspectors during
their routine inspections and
on complaints received.
- “The sections have struc-
tured operations and those that
are unstructured due to invi-
tations by other stakeholders.

““The operations are con-
ducted at night, where most of
the contraventions are identi-
fied,” said Mthethwa.

Resldents were em:oura

on 0800 202@3: g or
mn gmm

- W
| - I; A e 4 S I I In iy 1 d '..'. . !
. 4 I"'l i i g . - 3 i T = rl ¥ N 3 L} I-I'.I| .

5 d ]I| 1 I i C. \ i L i l: . . . i ; .-"" pr b A el I -3 :_|: Y

' i |:1 U a I "y .' a L ] 1_1 [ _i. A '-'.II .*1 ' -ull : 1‘- |l.1 i I . .:!' b - h i

" (N L [ W 3 J ¢ - ! 1 F -i-in. < " = = L] 5 W i £

L L ' » § I = a ¥ .-u [ L

a 5 L |'I i i o " - L b ] b= =l 1 L . iy : x o ._ L ¥ o > d
1 | F i l- L . I:l .I i1 | " A *I. 1% 3 'h" . :‘: r ¥ = 1 - ';-’ :1.‘1 L % | Y . | -t ‘gt B | T ,I . | T .-‘ L
BN K OFET L j e b5 J Bra o e I,J,f:: iy @ ! ¥ 5 ."P ¥
iy A i Ky r . e 1 1 ..:' 'h ) v = LE LS , LT A } el R e, ¥ Y 1%
i F it : LA = L Ll e D oy - el ST 8 T R e c b T - et TR R =%
| ¥ I i - g & H":,.' = s - e F"' ---TI.r r‘l.l " 1) = 5 ki - e ¥ (i S VAT
s i A e . | I, BT AE 3
: i ¥ T L [y o _':J" s R e : ! :“ i =2 l.l'l...q_. Y ;. e B
! | S ' 8 b - r . o= e s ST .1- N JJ" i j [} ||:" . I R S N Ay u
e | 1 i, : AT AR e T i i 1 H - ,Ff_._.r._ .o ol . - .4 T . :
1 ) il U H i T e W a1 AR v e R Bt 3 i i :-. I 8 3 | II'_|.F *n St ;
v . 4 E 3 o g | = . )
1l i L 1 e e -l = g I-‘!----..-.-.., v e 1 r*& :
i ] |'|' J“h
. .- | 3




