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Urban Improvement Precinct partnerships are restoring investor confidence

By Bonny Fourie

RBAN Improvement Precinct (UIP) part-
U nerships are revolutionising Durban’s
previously decaying commercial and
mixed-use nodes, and are believed to be the key
to unlocking even greater investment potential
throughout the city. 2
These public-private partnerships — referred to
in KwaZulu-Natal as UIPs, and in Johannesburg
and Cape Town as City Improvement Districts
(CIDs) — are favoured area management systems
that see government and private entities work-
ing together to tidy up specific precincts in order
to attract new investments.
UIPs also focus on managing security concerns
and other issues property owners may have.
The Durban Chamber of Commerce and
Industry believes UIPs in chosen precincts have

been “positive”, with CEO Dumile Cele

saying there have been significant improvements
in safety and infrastructure maintenance within
the precincts.

One of the downsides to UIPs, however, is the
time it takes to set up one successfully and the
processes to be followed.

But results make it worthwhile and one
example is the Florida Road precinct which,
says precinct manager Jarrod Evans, has been
“radically transformed” since the UIP was imple-
mented three years ago.

“A UIP's security plays a big part as does its
cleaning and maintenance, eThekwini municipal
service delivery, metro police and police.

“All contribute to creating a public space that
is safe, clean, engaging and an attraction for the
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‘Define the precise boundary of

3.Jd3ntlfy the ratepayers within.that bounda

- 4 Submit a written application to the munlClpald

5 Get the consent of at least 51

6 Fill in the application form.and present to the council..
7 The UIP is binding ‘on aT%‘lepayers in the precinct.”

-8 The UIP's management mu *@g a Section 21 company.

® Check with your relevant local authority as steps may vary according to
different municipalities.

Continued from P1 investment, much of which was driven
by businesses fleeing the CBD, the area
was becoming degraded.
city of Durban.” “The imead of the Q|P ar_\d the meas-
ures taken‘in partnership with the city
saw better levels of cleanliness and
safety, and a rise in people’s perceptions
of the area. Coupled with key invest-
ments in the node and an
improvement in the quality
of tenants, these changes
have led to increasing
property values and
additional invest-
ment,” he says.
Such turnaround
has also been seen
in the various UIP pre-
cincts in Durban central,
including the CBD, South

Since the UIP's formation, Evans says he
has noticed an “incredible turnaround” in
the road’s safety and security.

“One’s perception of Florida Road
has changed for the better.”

Umbhlanga Rocks is also
a success story, says Cara
Reilly of Urban MGT which
manages the Florida Road
and Umhlanga UIPs.

She believes that UIPs,
along with city invest-
ment and planning, are
the solution for commer-
cial hubs.

“UlIPs are catalysts for

UIPs are
catalysts for
investment;
well-managed spaces
create confidence.
- Cara Reilly of Urban MGT

Cleanliness and security boost confidence in an area.

investment in that well-used and Beach, and the North East of social ills that threatened to over- ments where there are strong partner-
well-managed urban spaces create a Business District, says Ebrahim whelm these areas."” ships with the municipality, Cele says
sense of confidence in a node... and thisis  vadachia, chairman of the Urban Vadachia says progress within the CBD  they are not the only solution as busi-
what stimulates growth and change,” she ~ 'MProvements Precincts Company which  has been slow as a result of factors such  nesses can also take ownership of their
says. manages the three precincts. as'illegal trading, overcrowding, general  immediate surroundings in other ways.
Frank Reardon, chairman of the “The situation was quite desperate. lack of accountability and poor service While there are areas where UIPs
Umhlanga Village UIP and divisional director 1€ r@mpant increase in crime and grime  delivery. Despite these challenges, he are “the way to go”, other areas need
of brokering at Broll Property Group, agrees. COuPled with poor service delivery led to  believes that UIPs are the way forward.  alternate solutions as they face different
“While the precinct was already attracting 2 corresponding increase in a wide range Yet, although UIPs are good invest- problems.
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COMMERCIAL ZONE LAND —
LAST 3 STANDS AVAILABLE .
Fabulous level COMMERCIAL LAND
opposite the WORLD RENOWNED AND
FAMOUS HIMEVILLE ABMS. 3 stands
situated next to eachother, measuring +
1000m? per stand total 3000m? +- ALL 8
STANDS FOR R1 495 000 or buy individu
ally at R 495 000 each

4 HURRY: BE QUICK this BARGAIN wont
last....

Nigel Notley 074 1861810

" UNDERBURG-VACANT LAND
§ STUNNING DRAKENSBURG
MOUNTAIN VIEWS.
Stunning. VACANT RESIDENTIAL STAND
1218 sqm fully fenced with SPECTACU
LAR DRAKENSBURG MOUNTAIN VIEWS
8 Build your DREAM FAMILY or HOLIDAY
HOME and enjoy the Tranquil Lifestyle
afforded in this BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY
SETTING, Just 2 minutes from the
SHOPS on the edge of the VILLAGE
Nigel Notley 0741861810

DU R BAN DURBAN NORTH DUPLEX FABULOUS SEAVIEWS = H UM HLAN GA R6 300 GRANNY FLAT IN THE HEART OF DURBAN NORTH - Suitable for ONE PERSON
1 MARCH OR LATER ' R12 500 i NO PETS NO SMOKERS. 1 bed, \?ruErRe kitchenette & bath, Secure parking. Useof pool.
NORTH Split level duplex with 3 bedrooms all en-suite. Formal lounge and view balcony. sep. dining room & gggﬂ?\ m;eﬁ'TAN G:‘EWS GATEWAY - 2 Bed.1 bath spacious and neat. Lock up & 9.
g Shany Vgl i SURROUNDS YTy S (House ) 4 beds.2 bath I Avesol
s ey S B Fully fitted kitchen, laundry, garage and bays. Walk o Hyper, easy access to M4. Small Pets with Quiet wl—de-s:: ':e:,zﬂslf,. (M.,:; ! s tirkrinld
SVEESIVIVEY permission only. R14 900 GATEWAY APARTMENT - (Incl. DSTV,Elec) 2 bed, 1 bath, 1 parking (1 poal) Imimed.
: R12 500 URBAN PARK GATEWAY FURN. 2 Bed,1 Bath. pool/ gym in complex

R19 900 HOUSE IN THE COUNTRY /CLOSE TO UMNLANGAIGATENAY AREA -
bedraonis, 6 bathrooms. enclosed g gel mendl AZ garden. March
R8 500 GLENHILLS FUI BHED‘SI;NITS (EXEC UPMARK SUIT LE1 PERSON)

(ncludes DSTV WK iater &
1 bath| lld!ﬁeﬂl -1 Bed 1 bath kitchenette A il
UMDLOTI APARTMENTS (SECURE 24(7) POOL IN COMPLEX
R9500 2 Bed,1 batt  FURNISHE! Tomad
R9200 2 8642 bath _ UNFURNISHED nened.

aleway Crystal Rock 40 sq
moooo-»vn Ballito Bysiness Park. Aahley Pnrk |00m’ (warehouses +offices)

UMGENI PARK SIMPLEX CATCH THE BREEZES
15 MARCH ' R11 500

painted simplex unit with spacious lounge and dining room combined, 3 bedrooms with 2
bathroom SES. Fully fitted kitchen, Fu‘»ybledunit Small pet with permission only. Compact garden,
Garage + 1 bay.

MORNINGSIDE APARTMENT BEAUTIFUL STADIUM SEA VIEWS -

1MARCH R7 900

Spacious unit in vider style complex with 2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom. Large lomoomuhng
room, Fully fitted kitchen. 1 garage.. REGRET NO PETS




